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Chinchilla-Patzke: The Purpose Gap

Patrick B. Reyes. The Purpose Gap: Empowering Communities of Color to Find Meaning and
Thrive. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2021. 238 pp. $26.00 Paper. ISBN: 9780-664-26670-7.
Patrick B. Reyes’s The Purpose Gap: Empowering Communities of Color to Find Meaning
and Thrive is an exploration of surviving and thriving. Reyes’s contribution to the available
literature about finding one’s purpose is unique. Reyes strongly suggests that we “not believe the
self-help literature that finding your purpose is the key to happiness. This exploratory work is not
a solo act. Even Jesus could not perform his purpose alone” (145). The Purpose Gap initially
dives into this communal work of discerning personal, communal, and institutional aspirations
within the context of privilege. More specifically, Reyes unpacks these aspirations from the
context of a lack of privilege, which he defines as the “threat of extinction” that marginalized
and oppressed communities face (1). Understanding this context is the first step in a move
toward thriving. Reyes speaks directly to those who find themselves in what he calls “the
purpose gap.” He plainly acknowledges the “violent and oppressive conditions [that] exist while
making the point that for those just trying to survive, moving toward thriving is not beyond your
reach” (3).
The Purpose Gap is just as valuable for those who do not find themselves within this gap or
do not face this threat of extinction. Though Reyes himself is a Latino writing from a community
that has had to focus on surviving, he explicitly states that closing the purpose gap is the
necessary work of a community for the benefit of everyone in a community.
In addition to naming and describing the purpose gap, Reyes provides questions and guided
reflections throughout the book, giving readers the practical opportunity to reflect on their lived
experience, the communities from which they come, and how they might work to close the gap.
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Reyes weaves personal stories into each chapter as he beckons us to identify the purpose gap
and, ultimately, to eliminate it. These stories help readers to immerse themselves in his reality
and, to a great extent, illustrate how communities are compelled to produce and focus on their
singular brightest star (or very few bright stars). Reyes’s vulnerability provides a tangible
example of how the purpose gap might affect others and, perhaps more importantly, point to the
collective dream that can be envisioned when a community dedicates itself to closing this gap.
In discussing the threat of extinction and the purpose gap faced by marginalized and
oppressed communities, Reyes’s book poses a critical challenge. For those “who are oppressed,
dispossessed, and descended from those who survived slavery and colonization” as well as for
those who are not, The Purpose Gap calls for the recognition that “our inner lives are never ours,
alone.” The gaps must be addressed and closed for future generations (32). Reyes challenges
readers to diligently unlearn our miseducation, a task that is a part of the “daily grind” to
eliminate the purpose gap (171). His book opens conversations for all to participate in creating
systems in which constellations, not singular stars, are celebrated. This makes The Purpose Gap
an important read for all.
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